
1/20/10 

     2010 
     ONE‐STROKE PENALTIES 

 
RULE  PENALTY 

5-3 Penalty for failure to comply with the proper procedure when lifting a ball to 
determine if it is unfit for play.  (Must announce intention, mark the ball and allow 
opponent, marker or fellow competitor to examine the ball.) 

6-7 
Note 2 

Undue Delay; Slow Play.  USGA suggests a warning for the first breach.  However, 
the Committee may modify the penalty for breach of this rule to a one-stroke 
penalty for the first offense (Stroke Play only). 

12-2 Penalty for failure to comply with the proper procedure when lifting a ball for the 
purpose of identification.  (Ball must be at rest, must announce intention, mark the 
ball.)  Or if he lifts his ball in order to identify it when not necessary to do so. 

14-4 Striking the ball more than once in the course of a stroke. 
16-2 Ball overhanging the hole falls in after waiting more than 10 seconds. 
18-2a Ball at rest moved by player, partner, caddie or equipment. 
18-2b Ball moving after address. 
18-3b Ball at rest moved by an opponent, her caddie or her equipment other than during 

search. (Opponent receives the penalty; the ball must be replaced.)  (Match play 
only.) 

19-2 Ball in motion accidentally deflected or stopped by player, partner, caddie or 
equipment. 

20-1 Lifting the ball without marking it when a rule requires it to be replaced. 
20-2 Ball dropped in an incorrect manner and the error not corrected. 
20-3a A ball to be placed under the Rules must be placed by the player or his partner.  If a 

ball is to be replaced, the player, his partner or the person who lifted or moved it 
must place it on the spot from which it was lifted or moved.  If the ball is placed or 
replaced by any other person and the error is not corrected as provided in Rule 20-6, 
the player incurs a penalty of one stroke. 

21 Cleaning ball when not permitted by the Rules. 
24-2b, ii,b Taking relief outside a bunker from an immovable obstruction when the ball lies in 

a bunker. 
25-1b Taking relief outside a hazard from abnormal ground conditions when the ball lies 

in a hazard. 
26 Water hazards (relief from). 
27-1 Ball lost or out of bounds. 
28 Ball declared unplayable. 
 


